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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 3-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Yasuda, US 
2004/0095504. 

In regard to claim 3, Yasuda, US 2004/0095504, discloses an imaging device 
capable of shooting motion images and still images, comprising: 

a first light emitter (see figure 1, element 121) capable of emitting light 
continuously during motion-image shooting; 

a second light emitter (see figure 1, element 120) capable of emitting light 
during still-image shooting; and 

a control circuit (see figure 1, element 118) which controls the first light 
emitter and the second light emitter (see para. 89), wherein when a predetermined 
still-image shooting mode is selected, the control circuit causes the first light 
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emitter to emit light continuously before causing the second light emitter which 
operates in synchronization with still-image shooting to emit light (see para, 102, 
107 and 108). 

In regard to claim 4, Yasuda, US 2004/0095504, discloses the imaging device 
according to claim 3, wherein the control circuit causing the second light emitter to emit 
light after causing the first light emitter to stop emitting light continuously (see para. 107 
and 108). 

In regard to claim 5, Yasuda, US 2004/0095504, discloses an imaging device 
which can communicate with an illuminating device equipped with a first light emitter 
capable of emitting light continuously and a second light emitter capable of emitting 
flashing light and which can control light emissions of the illuminating device by sending 
signals to the illuminating device (see figure 1), the imaging device comprising: 

a control circuit (see figure 1, element 118) which sends flash command 
signals to the first light emitter and second light emitter (see para 89), wherein 
when a predetermined motion-image shooting mode is selected, the control circuit 
sends the illuminating device a signal for causing the first light emitter to emit 
light continuously (see para. 60), and 

when a predetermined still-image shooting mode is selected, the control 
circuit sends the illuminating device a signal for causing the first light emitter to 
emit light continuously before sending the illuminating device a signal for causing 
the second light emitter which operates in synchronization with still-image 
shooting to emit light (see column 102, 107 and 108). 
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In regard to claim 6, Yasuda, US 2004/0095504, discloses an illuminating device 
which can communicate with an imaging device comprising a first trigger member for 
starting to shoot a still image and a second trigger member for starting to shoot motion 
images and which emits light based on signals sent from the imaging device, the 
illuminating device comprising; 

a first light emitter capable of emitting light continuously (see figure 1, 

element 121); 

a second light emitter capable of emitting flashing light (see figure 1, 
element 120); and 

a control circuit (see figure 1, element 1 18) which controls the first light 
emitter and the second light emitter, wherein the control circuit: 

causes the first light emitter to emit light continuously when a first 
signal is received from the imaging device in response to an operation of 
the first trigger member (see para. 102), causes the second light emitter to 
emit light after causing the first light emitter to stop emitting light 
continuously when a second signal is received in response to an operation 
of the first trigger member (see para. 107 and 108), and causes the first 
light emitter to emit light continuously when a signal is received from the 
imaging device in response to an operation of the second trigger member 
(see para. 108). 

In regard to claim 7, Yasuda, US 2004/0095504, discloses an illuminating device 
which can communicate with an imaging device capable of shooting motion images and 
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still images and which emits light based on signals sent from the imaging device (see 
para. 60), the illuminating device comprising: 

a first light emitter (see figure 1, elements 121) capable of emitting light 
continuously during motion-image shooting; 

a second light emitter (see figure 1, element 120) capable of emitting 
flashing light during still-image shooting; and 

a control circuit (see figure 1, element 118) which controls the first light 
emitter and the second light emitter (see para. 89), wherein when a predetermined 
still-image shooting mode is selected on the imaging device, the control circuit 
causes the first light emitter to emit light continuously before causing the second 
light emitter which operates in synchronization with still-image shooting to emit 
light (see para 102, 107, and 108). 

In regard to claim 8, Yasuda, US 2004/0095504, discloses an imaging device 
according to claim 3, wherein the first light emitter has its periphery elevated (see figure 
1, element 121). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yasuda US 2004/0095504, in view of Kawase et al., US 6,906,748. 

In regard to claim 1, Yasuda US 2004/0095504, discloses a video camera with a 
still image shooting mode wherein the shooting mode shoots a still image by causing a 
first light emitter (auxiliary light-emitting unit 121) to emit light continuously when a 
first operation signal from the first trigger member (microcomputer 1 18) is detected (see 
paragraph 102) and causing the first light emitter to stop emitting light (see paragraph 
107) and causing a second light emitter (main light-emitting unit 120) to emit light when 
a second operation signal from the first trigger member is detected (see paragraph 108). 
The reference also discloses a second mode, a moving image mode, wherein an image is 
continually illuminated by a light projector, that is inherently turned on by the 
microcomputer, is captured (see paragraph 60). 

The Yasuda reference does not disclose comprising a mode setting member which 
allows a plurality of shooting modes to be set; a first trigger member for shooting still 
images; and a second trigger member for shooting motion images, wherein the mode 
setting member allows at least a first shooting mode and a second shooting mode to be 
set. 

Kawase et al., US 6,906,748, discloses an imaging device, comprising: 

a mode setting member (see figure 1, element 73) which allows a plurality 

of shooting modes to be set (see column 5, line 27); 

a first trigger member (SW IN) for shooting still images (see column 15, 

lines 62-64); and 
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a second trigger member (SW IN) for shooting motion images (see 
column 15, lines 56-60), 

wherein the mode setting member allows at least a first shooting mode and 
a second shooting mode to be se (see column 15, lines 55-64: moving image 
mode and still image mode). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Yasuda US 2004/0095504, in view of 
Kawase et al., US 6,906,748, to have a mode setting member which allows a plurality of 
shooting modes to be set; a first trigger member for shooting still images; and a second 
trigger member for shooting motion images, wherein the mode setting member allows at 
least a first shooting mode and a second shooting mode to be set, in order to allow the 
user to select the and change the shooting mode of the camera, thus making the camera 
easier to operate. 

In regard to claim 2, Yasuda US 2004/0095504, in view of Kawase et al., US 
6,906,748, discloses the imaging device according to claim 1 wherein the mode setting 
member allows a third shooting mode to be selected (see Kawase: column 5, line 27 and 
column 16,lines 19-27: several modes can be selected with operation section 73). The 
Yasuda and Kawase references do not disclose wherein the third shooting mode does not 
cause the first light emitter to emit light continuously even if the first operation signal 
from the first trigger member is detected, and shoots a still image by causing the second 
light emitter to emit light continuously when the second operation signal from the first 
trigger member is detected. 
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Kurokawa, US 6,426,775, discloses an image pickup apparatus with a shooting 
mode that does not cause the first light emitter (auxiliary light 16) to emit light 
continuously even if the first operation signal (first switch) from the first trigger member 
is detected unless it is dark, and shoots a still image by causing the second light emitter 
(flash emission part 16) to emit light continuously when the second operation signal 
(second switch) from the first trigger member is detected (see figure 2 and column 4, 
lines 1-61). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Yasuda US 2004/0095504, in view of 
Kawase et al., US 6,906,748, and further in view of Kurokawa, US 6,426,775, to have a 
third shooting mode that does not cause the first light emitter to emit light continuously 
even if the first operation signal from the first trigger member is detected, and shoots a 
still image by causing the second light emitter to emit light continuously when the second 
operation signal from the first trigger member is detected, in order to save battery power. 

6. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 

2004/0095504. 

In regard to claim 9, Yasuda, US 2004/0095504, discloses an imaging device 
according to claim 3. The Yasuda reference does not disclose wherein the first light 
emitter has a light-emitting element, condensing lens and diffuser which diffuses light 
from a light source placed between the light-emitting element and condensing lens. 

Official Notice is taken that it is well known in the art to have a light emitter with 
a light-emitting element, condensing lens and diffuser placed between the light-emitting 



Application/Control Number: 10/616,577 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2622 

element and the condensing lens, in order to emit a dim, diffused light to light the target 
object evenly. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify, US 2004/0095504, to have the first light 
emitter have a light-emitting element, condensing lens and diffuser which diffuses light 
from a light source placed between the light-emitting element and condensing lens, in 
order to emit a dim, diffused light to light the target object evenly. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. US 6,426,775, discloses an image pickup apparatus with a flash emission part and a 
auxiliary light emission part. 

US 2005/0179779, discloses an image pickup device that uses an auxiliary light 

for auto-focusing. 

US 6,240,252, discloses a camera that emits an auxiliary light during distance 
measuring. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gevell Selby whose telephone number is 571-272-7369. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. - 5:30 PM (every other Friday off). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on 571-272-7304. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR, Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



gvs 
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